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National Treasure

into heritage junkies! BY ANNE NG

Uber cool galleries like the Mint Museum of Toys and the National Museum are turning us

ER & NATIONAL HERITAGE BOARD.
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MINT MUSEUM
OF TOYS

26 Seah Street
Tel: 6339-0660
Admission: $10 (9.30am - 6.30pm)

What: Opened by a serious toy collector
who took more than 30 years to amass

his precious baubles, what you see in this
museum is less than 10 per cent of his entire
collection! The rest are sitting pretty in his
haome or stored in warehouses. Mint is named
as such ‘cos most of the toys are still in mint
condition and have never been removed from
their original packaging.

Check out: Five storeys of 5,000-0dd toys
featuring the entire collection of vintage
Popeye, Betty Boop, Snow White and the
Seven Dwarves, Mickey Mouse, Casper,
pre-World War | tin toys, out-of-production
antique dolls etc. Basically, anything you've
ever or never touched as a child is on display
here. The museum curator Richard Tan,

who used to sell toys to the owner, says,
"This is the best job in the world ‘cos | can
see every loy | wanna see herel” To ensure
visitors never get bored, the toys are rotated
seasonally from the owner's extensive
caollection, Mint Museum is such a state-of-
the-art building, the architect bagged second
prize at a global architecture competition
(VivoCity came in third).

Who should come: Anyone with an inner
child in them. Me, me!




